
 

 

 
 

Meeting: Traffic Management Meeting  

Date: 21 November 2013 

Subject: Langford Road, Henlow – Consider Objection to 
Proposed 40mph Speed Limit 
 

Report of: Jane Moakes, Assistant Director Environmental Services 
 

Summary: This report seeks the approval of the Executive Member for Sustainable 
Communities - Services for the implementation of a new speed limit in 
Langford Road, Henlow following the receipt of an objection. 

 

 
Contact Officer: Nick Chapman 

nick.chapman@amey.co.uk 

Public/Exempt: Public 

Wards Affected: Arlesey 

Function of: Council 

 

CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS 

Council Priorities: 

The proposal will improve road safety. 
 
Financial: 

The scheme is Council-funded and there is a budget of £45,000 available for the sites 
identified in this report and other potential locations if finance allows. 

Legal: 

None from this report 
 
Risk Management: 

None from this report 
 
Staffing (including Trades Unions): 

None from this report 
 
Equalities/Human Rights: 

None from this report 
 
Community Safety: 

The proposal will improve road safety for all road users, including pedestrians, and 
residents 
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Sustainability: 

A reduction in vehicle speeds will encourage lower vehicle emissions and encourage 
walking and cycling. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION(S): 

That the proposals to introduce a 40mph speed limit in Langford Road, Henlow be 
implemented as published. 
 

 
Background and Information 
 
1. Bedfordshire Highways was instructed to implement 40mph speed limits at 

various locations. The intention is that the speed limit would be ‘buffer zones’ 
between the national speed limit and the existing 30mph speed limits covering the 
main built-up part of the villages. 
 
Proposed 40mph speed limits were published for:- 

 Langford Road, Henlow 

 Langford Road, Langford 

 Stondon Road, Shillington 

 Bedford Road, Stondon (both north and south of village) 

 Shillington Road, Stondon 

 Vinegar Hill, Upper Caldecote 
 

2. The proposals for the 40mph speed limits were formally advertised by public 
notice in September and October 2013. Consultations were carried out with the 
emergency services and other statutory bodies, relevant Parish Councils and 
Ward Members. 
 
The only objection received was to the proposal for Langford Road, Henlow. No 
objections were received in relation to the other proposals, so these will be 
implemented as published. 
 

3. One objection was received to the Langford Road, Henlow proposal and a 
representation was received from Langford Parish Council. Copies of the 
correspondence are included in Appendix C. The main points are summarised 
below:- 
 
a) No evidence or logic in support of the proposal has been presented. 

 
b) The 40mph speed limit is unlikely to be effective. 

 
c) The new speed limit will be no more enforceable than the existing ones and 

therefore will contribute to the contempt held towards speed limits by many 
motorists. 
 

d) The cost of the proposal will divert and delay funding for more effective 
means of speed reduction. 
 



 

 

 e) Langford Parish Council’s view is that the whole length between Langford 
and Biggleswade and Langford and Henlow should be covered by the 40mph 
speed limit. 

 
4. Bedfordshire Police do not object to the proposals. 

 Responses and Conclusion 
 

5. Bedfordshire Highways’ response to the points above are as follows:- 
 
a) The proposals are part of a programme of speed limits requested by 

members of the public, Parish Councils and Elected Members. They are 
seen as a very cost-effective means of modifying driver behaviour and 
bringing about a reduction in vehicle speeds. 
 

b) 40mph speed limit buffer zones are used as a transitional speed limit 
between the national speed limit (60mph for cars) and the 30mph speed 
limit covering the main built-up part of a town or village. They are intended 
to lower the speed of traffic entering settlements by encouraging a more 
gradual speed reduction rather than the heavy deceleration that often 
occurs when drivers are slowing from 60mph to 30mph. In the case of 
Langford Road, there is a fairly long straight from the main part of Henlow, 
which encourages relatively high vehicle speeds. The proposed 40mph 
speed limit will be effective in reducing those speeds prior to them entering 
the 30mph limit. For drivers leaving Langford the 40mph buffer will help 
reduce the temptation for drivers to accelerate well in advance of the 
national speed limit signs. 
 

c) It is acknowledged that there is some non-compliance with the existing 
30mph speed limit largely due to the fact that the road is open with very little 
roadside development and the road is fairly wide. In these circumstances, 
some drivers fail to see the need to lower their speed. It is hoped that the 
40mph limit will help in this respect and it is most unlikely that it would have 
any negative effects. 
 

d) The 40mph speed limit is a relatively low cost measure, particularly since it 
is being processed as part of a batch of speed limit proposals. It has no 
influence on funding for other speed reducing measures. 
 

e) If the 40mph speed limits covered significant lengths of road between 
settlements with little or no roadside development it is very likely that drivers 
fail to understand the need for the speed limits. This would lead to poor 
compliance and a lack of respect for the speed limit system. In addition, the 
Police are likely to raise objections to what they would view as 
unrealistically low speed limits and the consequential enforcement burden. 

 
6. It is considered that the speed limit proposal is reasonable and will not bring 

about any of the negative impacts suggested, so should be implemented as 
published. 
 

 
 



 

 

Appendices: 
 
Appendix A – Drawing of Proposed 40mph Speed Limit  
Appendix B – Public Notice of Proposals 
Appendix C – Objection 
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Appendix C 
 

 

 
 

 
Thank you for allowing Langford Parish Council longer to make their comment. 
It is as follows 
  



 

 

The Council's view remains that speed limits should be imposed on the whole length of road between 
Langford and Biggleswade and between Langford and Henlow. the proposed buffers could bring benefits 
provided that they are accompanied by speed roundels painted on the road surface and rummble strips. 
  
The Parish Council may be prepared to contribute towards the cost of the roundels and the rumble strips. 

 


